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�Upper-level, writing intensive course required for 
majors 

�Students individually complete a 14-page paper 
that consists of 4 sections: (1) rationale, (2) goal 
and objectives, (3) program narrative, and (4) logic 
model and evaluation plan

�Students submit drafts, engage in peer editing, 
and receive instructor feedback

GCH 411: Health Program Planning and 
Evaluation



Criterion
Definition of the health problem with citation(s) 
· Is the health problem stated?  
· Is the type of health problem explained?

National or international health statistics with 
citation(s) 
· Are statistics provided that illustrate the 

nationwide severity/significance of the 
health topic? 

Geographic region health statistics with citation(s) 
· Is the geographic priority population stated? 

Are statistics provided that illustrate the 
region/county/city-wide severity/significance 
of the health topic?

Demographic subgroup health statistics with 
citation(s) 
· Is the demographic priority population 

stated?  
· Are statistics provided that illustrate the 

severity/significance of the health topic for 
subgroups (age, race, sex)?

Consequences of the health problem with citation(s) 
· Are various types of consequences (health, 

social, economic) stated?  
· Are various types of consequences (health, 

social, economic) explained?

 
Rubric

Risk factors/determinants of the health problem with 
citation(s) 
· Are risk factors/determinants of the health 

problem stated? 

· Are the risk factors/determinants of the health 
problem explained?

Proposed solution with citation(s) 
· Is a solution mentioned?  
· Is evidence provided to suggest it will be effective?

Organizational flow 

· Does the draft follow the inverted triangle format 
(general to specific)?  

· Does the draft include introductory and summary 
sentences?

Overall, writing quality 

· Is the draft clearly written?  
· Is the draft free of personal pronouns (I, We, Us, 

Our)?  
· Is the draft free of long, direct quotes (have 

students paraphrased outside information)?   
· Has the draft been proofread (free of spelling and 

grammatical errors)?

Accuracy of in-text citation formatting 

· Do the in-text citations follow APA 7 guidelines? 

Accuracy of reference list formatting 

· Does the reference list follow APA 7 guidelines?



Sample Student Paper



�Questions?
◦ dcatona@gmu.edu


