
AGENDA:  
Scaffolding for Writing Intensive Success 

1) Sarah Wittman – a global perspective 
2) Nate Smith – the proposal 
3) Ron M – the synthesis matrix 
4) Maction Komwa – full paper 



• Seeing incremental, step-by-step assignments as a scaffold 
to a broader understanding of “what is writing in 
Management” 

• Seeing my course as a scaffold to student success in other 
courses (if we get this “right,” students will thrive in future 
writing assignments 

• Formalizing the student guidance process, introducing 
vocabulary to enable student knowledge transfer to other 
courses 

• Understanding that providing templates does not mean 
”doing the work” for the student 

• Focusing the task; reducing workload for students and 
instructors alike 

How our teaching has changed…



Dr. Sarah Wittman, School of 
Business 

A Global Perspective: Writing 
Intensive in 5 weeks!

Sarah Wittman 
Assistant Professor of 
Management 
swittman@gmu.edu



How I integrate Writing 
Intensive…



Writing prompt



1) Research Project Plan (word processing document)  

• Description + Grading Rubric 

• Template with examples integrated 

�Nathaniel Smith 

2) Synthesis Matrix (spreadsheet) 

• Description + Grading Rubric 

• Example 

• Template 

� Ron Mahabir 

3) Synthesis Outline (word processing document) 

• Description + Grading Rubric 

• Template with examples integrated 

�Maction Komwa

Scaffolding the Research Project



Nathaniel Smith, MA (Economics) 

Integrating Rhetorical Elements 
into a Paper Proposal



• Econ 360 Course goal: the students apply basic tools and 
methods of economics to answer, “Why are some nations 
rich and others poor?” 

• Research project is central 

• Use the proposal process to teach rhetorical elements 

• Six weeks; 30 minutes at end of class; Presentations help 

but optional 

Framework

W1: Overview of 
Rhetorical Elements

W2: Object of Study W3: Exigence/
Hypothesis

W4: Methodology W5: Relevance/
New Offering

W6: Presentations



Annotating Rhetorical Elements



Proposal Rubric

Proposal Requirements Points

Exigence 
What problem, challenge, or issue motivated the 
project?

/5

Hypothesis

How will your project address your exigence? 
What is your hypothesis?

/5

Object 
What unifying concept or topic do you address? /5

Method

What research method do you plan to use? 
(Empirical, Case study, etc.)

/5

Relevance

What development literature does your paper 
address? What journal articles (2 or more) 
address this issue?

/5

New 
Offering 

What is unique about your paper? What do you 
do in your paper that adds to the sources you 
have referenced? 

/5

Presentation

In 2-5 min. communicate the above. You may 
simply read your abstract/proposal. Engage with 
Q&A.

/5

Total   /35


