EAP 507/508
Week 5 (or 6): Meet your Subject Librarian Assignment

George Mason University has not only a large physical library available with study rooms, but also a strong structure for student support of research. Every single major is assigned a librarian who is an expert in a specific field to help students in those departments find the sources they need to conduct research and write papers.   	Comment by Deborah M Sanchez: Students in  EAP 507/508, “Graduate Communications Across the Disciplines” come from various disciplines. We want them to become familiar with the specific subject librarians who are knowledgeable about research in their disciplines. 

We would like you to take advantage of this resource and contact your subject librarian for assistance with searching for sources.

The purpose of this assignment is threefold: 1) to articulate, in writing, the purpose of the literature review and to articulate your research question and purpose statement, 2) to practice speaking about your project, 3) to receive help from your subject librarian in doing a search for literature related to your research question. 	Comment by Deborah M Sanchez:  
One of the core pedagogical tenets of the course is that students must understand and apply the  key concepts (the most important ideas, represented in the form of complex noun phrases) and key terms ( synonyms, examples, explanations of the key concept also in the form of noun phrases) of their research projects (Habib, 2008). Internalization and output (Vygotsky, 1978) of the key concepts of their project, through speaking and writing, are the linguistic and rhetorical goals of the course.  This assignment allows them to practice articulating the key concepts of their project both in writing (in the email to their subject librarian) and speaking (when they meet in person) to someone not familiar with it. 	Comment by Deborah M Sanchez: Other goals of the course are:  
understanding research methodologies and conventions in U.S. academic writing by identifying compelling lines of inquiry for an academic research project and conceptualizing and designing a convincing research project/proposal with well-developed rhetorical elements” (EAP 507/508 Syllabus, 2021) and 
responding appropriately to genre and audience expectations by repurposing a research project/proposal for a more general audience and context 

This assignment helps meet the above goals because students receive assistance in searching and noticing important key concepts in their search for literature related to their research interests. It also allows them to practice speaking to someone from a more general audience. 


· Find your subject librarian at the following website: https://library.gmu.edu/subject-librarians 
· Read the tips for how to email and prepare for your meeting: https://library.gmu.edu/tutorials/meeting-your-subject-librarian 
· Email the subject librarian and set up a time to meet virtually. 
· Copy Professors Aimee and Deb in the email. 
· In the email, be sure to summarize the needs of the assignment. Include also your research question and purpose statement of your research project. 

Research shows that explaining your project and your intentions to another person helps students to clarify their own work and ideas and results in greater precision or focus when thinking about the project.  We hope this assignment will achieve that result for you and would like you reflect accordingly.	Comment by Deborah M Sanchez: We noticed that students didn’t reflect on the learning process as much as list what they happened during the meeting. Therefore,  next semester when we give this assignment, we plan to include more explicit questions to help guide their reflections, such as: 
 Identify a key concept in the articles that resulted from your search? What do you notice about the grammatical construction? Is the key concept a noun phrase or something else? 
What was difficult about explaining your research project/research question/purpose to your subject librarian? 
 What was useful about explaining your research project/research question/purpose to your subject librarian? 
The answers to the above questions will help us understand what students learned from the assignment. 

· After you’ve met, upload a brief written reflection (250 words) about the meeting to the assignment in week five on Blackboard along with citations for at least two sources they helped you to secure.
· A successful written reflection will include not only what happened at the meeting but also elements that you will add to or remove from your project.  Include in your reflection: how you will respond to the feedback you were given from the librarian.  





References

Habib, A. (2008). Undergraduate pathways and graduate pathways writing program 

philosophy. Graduate Pathway Writing Philosophy, Appendix 1, “The Pedagogical 

Power of Key Concepts/Key Terms”

Vygotsky, L. S. (1978). Mind in society: The development of higher psychological 

processes. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 











2
Created by Drs. Aimee Weinstein and Deborah M. Sánchez

