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B.(1). POLITICAL AFD G3NIRAL,

The year opened with a considerable degree of
labour unrest., The generasl strike in ifombasa in Jama
had repercussions on some estates in the Coastal belt.r{ut
aggeared to have 1little effect on the district as a whole
and, with the exception of some P.WaD. road lebour, iid not
affect Government or Local Native Council employees.

On the estate of Kenya Sugar Ltd. at Ramisi the
workers came out on strike on the mo g of January 15th.,
but were eventually persuaded to return to work on the 18th.
There was a certain amount of violence and 27 srrésts had
to be made, the offenders being subseguently tried by the
Resident Magistrate in lombasa. Durini the strike an
African was wounded by a rifle bullet fired by ome of the
Asian staff, but recowered after an ration at Msambweni
Hospital. e workers at Gazi Sisal Bstate_came out on
strike for only half a d the PeW.D. road labourers
followed suit for a sl {:ly longer period, and the
dockyard coal hreavers living in the Pungu arca refused to
work for the durstion of the strikee

The African Workers Federatian made its first n
appearance in the native reserve in 4 ust, when a dispu
concerning the issue of Sugar arose between an Indian
shopkeeper and an ¥digo named Hassan Mwanzuka, & recently
joined member who later became chairman of the Ukunda branch
of the Federation. As & result of the dispute, the mog
in question was boycotted for a short period by the loca
population, Mohamed Mbwana, who succeeded Chege Kibachia
as president of the African workers Federation, mede at
least two appearances in the district befare behig
sentenced tg 1%1 ri}slonmntﬁ ani on :he secoggeoggeasiggtnm
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% . end of the year the Fedsration has succeeded
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e%rgﬁm a considgrable murber Digo members, mosily

outh as Kikonenl and the Shimoni
%%?’ 4 ﬁasfmf, the Federation did not conﬂ:: t;.ts
&0 e'..o'

: \
activities to labour problems, and at one period began to ‘
hold a few illsgal Courts; as'e result of wilch charges were
being ferred at the end of the {ear against Hasgan
b{wagm;b and two others in the Resldent Magistrate's Court
n #dombéssa. )

The Digo Welfare Assoclation was actiwe dur e
year, but although some of its merbers were also mmbe’?% glfl
the African Workers Federation, it displayed a gemuine desire
to cooperate with Government for the social, educational and
econoric development of the Digo tribe., Most of the lead
Digo government and Local Native Council servants are members
of this Association,




